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Juvenile Diversion Program.
Part 2
Introduction.
Delinquency amid juveniles is on the verge of becoming a bigger problem for the current and future American population. In the recent past, the number of juvenile cases has gone higher and hence Juvenile Justice Correctional Facilities are held answerable for the case (Larson, 2018). Studies have shown that the greatest proportion of deviant behaviors amongst youths is as a result of recidivism. For that reason, it is justifiable that Juvenile Justice Correctional Facilities have made efforts to address threats of delinquency; however, inefficiency has been the order of the day. Data about juvenile crime defends that the American juvenile justice system has been engulfed with inferior correctional practices which does much harm than benefits to delinquents (Mears et al., 2016). It is the right time to accept the outstanding status of our juvenile justice system and consider alternative programs to address and possibly alleviate recidivism. This study sheds light on the Juvenile Diversion Program as the most appropriate tool for addressing recidivism amid deviant juveniles.
Goals of Juvenile Diversion Program.
Juvenile diversion program diverts youths from involvement in the correctional practices with an aim to help them change their behavior patterns. The primary goals of diversion program include;
a.    To reduce recidivism or the occurrence of problem behaviors. 
b.    To reduce the cost of court proceedings (Seroczynski et al., 2016).
c.    To provide services to youth and reduce unnecessary social control. 

Outcome.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Studies about criminal justice have shared an indication that the current juvenile justice correctional facilities have not been effective in addressing delinquent behaviors among juveniles (Larson, 2018). The implemented correctional practices are the cornerstone for recidivism (Seroczynski et al., 2016). Through strategic goals, this program remains useful in addressing the underlying causes of recurrent deviant behaviors. Also, diversion programs have brought about reduced recidivism rates in the youthful generations. Mears et al., (2016) asserts that “diversion programs are well strategized to separate youth offenders from other offenders who are of adverse behaviors.” As such, the programs function by reducing youth’s interaction with the proceedings. Larson, (2018) defended that “diversion programs reduces the effects of labeling youths in addition to limiting interactions with delinquent peers and hence reducing chances for adopting deviant or antisocial behaviors.” Juvenile diversion program tends to apprehend the fact that adolescence in the most socially challenging stage of human life. 
According to Mears et al., (2016), “teens are always fascinated to engage in deviant behaviors, take actions without thinking, and to venture in bad decisions which include engaging in illegal behaviors.” This program acknowledges the fact that not all juveniles may be caught in crime all the time; however, an arrest is the leading cause of recidivism amid youths unlike the case with other groups. For that reason, the diversion program diverts juveniles from the formal processing in some core settings. Arguably, a well-designed diversion program reduces recidivism by helping juveniles to avoid the consequences which can be projected to them by a juvenile court, public housing, as well as being held accountable for recurrent incidents.
Juvenile deviation program aims at reducing the cost of court systems by diverting juveniles to other intervention measures other than in formal proceedings. From another point of view, the juvenile programs are generally devised to relief courts, probation offices, and police departments to achieve better outcomes without having direct involvement of juvenile programs into the legal proceedings (Larson, 2018). In this case, the diversion program allows the offender to avoid prosecution via completing varied requirements for the diversion program. According to Belciug et al., (2016), “juvenile diversion program reduces the cost of the justice system in aspect such as meeting the cost of services by juvenile professionals, and providing for juveniles who have been found guilty while in prisons.” Also, diversion encourages adoption of other effective practices which are less expensive than prosecution and incarceration and hence ensuring cost efficiency in the juvenile legal system. From another point of view, diversion program reduces the cost of juvenile offenders by availing a chance for the juveniles to enjoy freedom in the public, as well as retain their occupation; an aspect which helps them to source money for effective guidance and counseling (Belciug et al., 2016). By so doing, the juvenile diversion program gives a cost-effective approach of addressing juvenile delinquency while holding them accountable for their actions. 
Another objective is to offer services to juveniles and reduce unnecessary social controls which are aimed at alleviating recidivism. According to Ray, (2017), “juvenile diversion programs are well devised to disseminate education for youths.” Juvenile centered education helps in enlightening them of need to be guided by the rationality of actions in all their dealings, an aspect which ends up reducing chances for future offenses by the same offender. Also, the diversion program acts as a problem-solving component of legal systems to address issues by emphasizing on the law of restitution (the law of gains-based recovery) (Larson, 2018). Through this approach, the juveniles are handled in a way that they will reap maximum benefits from the outlined program than harm. By so doing, the engaged youths are likely to deviate from deviant behaviors. Also, juvenile diversion programs address recidivism through completion of community service hours, alleviating unnecessary social involvements, hence enabling youths to avoid deviant settings which facilitate recidivism. Overall, the most outspoken importance of diversion is to alleviate the cost of the youthful system, alleviate the harshness of criminal law and prevent future crimes. In my conviction, juvenile diversion program is the most accurate solution to recidivism and hence we should not hesitate to adopt it in the midst of the American juvenile justice system.
The Resources Needed to Implement a Juvenile Diversion Checklist.
Studies have shown that recidivism is a great challenge to the wellness of juveniles, their future, and the operability of the American juvenile justice system through recurrent crimes and increased cost of a legal proceeding (Larson, 2018). For that reason, diversion programs (the most appropriate alternatives) are complemented with high-minded resources geared towards problem-solving. The most appropriate resources for implementing a juvenile diversion program include; 
i. Reducing Juvenile Recidivism Interactive Checklists.
Interactive checklists are devised to aid state as well as local officials to assess the effectiveness of other juvenile justice system’s policies as well as practices to alleviate recidivism. Each tailored juvenile justice program is featured with specific audiences such as; juvenile justice agency leaders and manager’s checklist. This checklist helps in assessing the strength and weaknesses of the juvenile legal system and plan to improve outcomes for youth. Judge checklist identifies critical questions to be used in juvenile court and whether they support improved outcomes for youth (Ray, 2017). Also, the policymaker checklist identifies the key steps that can be taken to increase public safety, enhance youth outcomes as well as maximize in the efficient use of resources. 
ii. Juvenile justice research-to-practice enactment resources.
These resources serve juvenile justice staff, agency managers, as well as additional justice practitioners with the most appropriate approaches, tools, examples, as well as the most appropriate practice models to ensure full implementation of policies and improve outcomes of juveniles. 
iii. Publications. 
Youth publications are essential to ensure appropriate identification of the most recurrent forms of deviant behaviors even after juvenile prosecution. 
iv. Funding and training opportunities.
Funding and training practices pave the way for accessing the most appropriate tools for diversion programs.
v. Youth webinars.
This resource encourages the effective engagement of communities in juvenile record clearances. This resource is geared towards reducing deviant labels amid teens and hence addressing the attached risks. 
Plan for Eliciting Stakeholder Participation.
A juvenile diversion program is an essential tool for reducing and possibly alleviating recidivism. However, without thorough and active stakeholder participation, the program can record zero success. For that matter, the following steps are efficient in eliciting stakeholder’s participation.
i. Consult with community and juvenile justice representatives first.  Ray, (2017), resonates that “one is required to reach out leaders as well as facilitators within the community to explain the outlined diversion program intentions.”
ii. Identify community champions with an aim to promote as well as encourage participation while seeking support for outreach efforts. 
iii. Gather data on the past consultations with the aim to comprehend the positions as well as securities of stakeholders towards the project as well as identifying potential challenges. 
iv. Serve stakeholders with the most accurate contextual information of the diversion program which is essential for meaningful participation. 
v. Understand barriers to your stakeholder’s access including geographic limitations, access to technology, and other constraints and act upon them. 
vi. Devise right consultation questions, and consult with sincerity using the right questions regarding the diversion programs.
vii. Share with stakeholders concerning how their input will suitably affect your program activities.
Ensuring good stakeholder participation in diversion program activities is imperative.  Subscribing to these steps before as well as during engagement with participants will lead to more constructive stakeholder affiliation in conjunction with improved outcomes of the implemented project. 
Conclusion.
All in all, recidivism remains to be a persistent threat to the wellbeing of juveniles in their daily endeavors. However, recidivism comes out as a brainchild of inferior juvenile justice correctional facilities which unknowingly embraces the law of compensation despite the fact that their actions are geared towards enhancing the law of restitution. Diversion program comes out as the most appropriate medical solution for recidivism in that it gives alternative practices for alleviating recurrent of delinquent behaviors amid teens (Ray, 2017). Overall, diversion programs are vital in that they help in addressing the expense as well as the harshness of the full operations of the criminal law. We should not hesitate to adopt, participate and implement juvenile diversion program in the American juvenile justice system.
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